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Stokesley  Rural  District  Council. 


/viedical  Officer’s  flnnual  I^eport  for  year  1906. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  pleasure  of  again  presenting  to  yon  niy  annual  report  on  the  mortality  and  sanitary 
condition  of  your  district  for  the  year  iqc6. 

'There  have  been  259  births  registered  during  the  ^ear,  in  C(Jinparison  witli  263  in  the  preceding 
one;  a  decrease  of  four,  ami  fifteen  below  tlie  average  for  the  last  ten  years.  'Tlie  decrease  occurs  in  the 
Stokesley  Sub- District. 

'The  births  consist  of  139  lioys  and  120  girls,  giving  a  birth-rate  of  23  per  1000  inhabitants. 

During  the  past  year  there  have  been  166  deaths  registered,  to  which  must  be  added  one  that 
died  in  a  public  institution  outside  the  district,  making  the  correct  number  167  :  four  less  than  last 
}  ear,  and  giving  a  death-rate  of  14.H3  per  1000  inhabitants. 

Of  the  deaths,  91  were  male  and  76  females.  'They  were  distributed  during  the  year  thus  : — 
January  14,  February  12,  March  13,  April  14,  May  26,  June  20,  July  8,  August  9,  September  14,  October 
10,  Xovember  14  and  December  13. 
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'I'he  high  death-rate  in  Stokesley  is  unsatisfactor\',  as  nine  of  the  deaths  are  under  live  years,  and 
due  to  a  certain  extent  to  w<ant  of  knowledge  in  feeding,  and  domestic  hygiene  of  children. 
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It  IS  uiisatisfactury  to  liiitl  au  increase  in  llie  ileatlis  under  one  year  old,  especially  with  a  falling 
Inrtli-rate  :  yet  on  examining  Table  V.  it  is  dillicult  to  (ind  a  cause  unless  it  is  want  of  proper  care,  five 
being  due  to"  premature  birth,  live  to  debility,  and  one  (on  which  there  was  an  inquest)  to  mal-nutrition, 
otherwise  starvation.  The  number  of  deaths  under  one  year  old  gives  a  death-rate  of  100.34 
births. 

On  examining  Table  IV.,  there  have  been  9  deaths  from  Zymotic  diseases  against  7  in  igo6,  giving 
a  Zymotic  death-rate  of  0.8  per  1,000  inhabitants.  The  deaths  consist  of  4  from  diphtheria,  2  at  Ayton, 
I  at  Yarm  and  i  at  Seamer  ;  i  from  enteric,  at  Hutton  ;  i  from  measles,  at  Stokesley  ;  3  from  wdioop- 
ing-cough,  2  at  Ayton  and  i  at  Kildale.  Last  year  there  were  5  from  diphtheria,  1  from  measles  and  i 
from  whooping-cough. 

There  have  been  4  deaths  from  Inlluen/.a,  8  from  Pneumonia,  7  from  Phthisis —a  decrease  from 
last  vear. 

There  has  been  an  increase  from  Cancer  (14),  and  Heart-disease  (26). 


Zymotic  Disease. 


Infectious  diseases  have  been  reportevl  ever\-  luoiith  except  March  during  the  year,  and  they  number 
altogether  58  cases,  against  72  in  the  iireceding  one.  'They  are  : — 

1  case  of  enteric  fever  at  Hutton  Rudby,  for  which  no  probable  cause  could  be 

found.  Last  year  there  were  3  in  the  district. 

2  cases  of  erysipelas,  i  at  Yarm  and  i  at  Bilsdale.  4  cases  were  reported  last  year. 

37  cases  of  scarlet  fever  against  45  in  the  last  one  :  ii  at  Kildale,  7  at  Xunthorpe, 
4  at  Great  Ayton,  4  at  Great  Broughton,  3  at  Bilsdale,  3  at  Little  Ayton,  2  at 
Yarm,  i  at  Picton,  1  at  High  Worsall  and  i  at  Kirkby.  Several  of  these  cases 
seemed  to  have  occurred  after  an  inllux  of  visitors,  but  only  in  one  could  a 
direct  connection  be  found — that  was  at  Xunthorpe.  In  one  instance  there 
was  a  fresh  case  after  the  return  of  a  ]:)atient  from  the  Sanatorium. 

18  cases  of  diphtheria,  against  19  and  i  of  membranous  croup  in  1905.  12  at  Ayton, 

4  at  Yarm,  and  i  each  at  Seamer  and  Easby.  Xo  cause  was  found  for  any  of 
these  :  the  probable  cause  at  Ayton  is  the  closing  of  the  ventilation  openings 
on  account  of  the  numerous  complaints  made  of  tlie  smell  from  them. 

Schools  have  had  to  be  closed  at  Kildale,  Hutton  Rudby,  Crathorne  and  Whorlton  on  account  of 
whooping  cough,  and  at  Xunthorpe  and  Kildale  from  scarlet  fever. 

Your  Inspector  has  very  carefully  disinfected  all  houses  and  schools  where  infectious  cases  have 
been,  and  I  am  very  thankful  for  the  pains  he  has  taken. 

Sixteen  cases  have  been  removed  to  the  Sanatorium  at  Middlesbrough. 

Measles  have  not  been  so  prevalent  during  the  year  as  in  former  years. 


Water. 


'The  water-sLipplv  of  the  l  listrict  is  chielly  from  w  ells,  and  on  account  of  its  hardness  not  altogether 
satisfactory;  also  all  wells  arc  liable  to  pollution  and  the  water  from  them  ought  to  be  analysed 
oftener  than  it  is.  At  Carlton  a  year  or  two  ago,  the  water  from  one  of  the  public  wmlls  w^as 
condemned  on  account  of  its  hardness ;  alterations  were  made,  but  no  analysis  has  been  made.  I 
should  recommend  another  being  made  this  year.  During  the  year,  analysis  of  the  water  from  w^ells  at 
Broughton  Grange,  Great  Broughton;  at  Oak  Well,  the  High  Green,  Great  Ayton,  and  Spel  Close 
Farm,  Castlelevington,  have  been  made,  and  in  all  cases  found  unlit  for  domestic  purposes  on  account 
of  being  polluted.  Orders  have  been  given  to  close  the  w^ells,  but  nothing  has  been  done  to  arrange  for 
a  fresh  supply,  and  the  tenants  are  still  using  them,  having  no  other  supply. 

'There  is  no  supply  of  water  at  Xewby  Grange  Farm,  the  attempt  to  lind  one  having  failed,  and 
nothing  has  been  done  since.  'This  requires  your  attention. 

At  Ingleby  Greenhow',  Lord  De  L’lsle  has  arranged  a  waiter-supply  to  the  dwelling-houses  in  pi})es 
from  the  spring.  'This  is  the  only  satisfactory  methoil  for  arranging  a  water-supply  hir  the  district,  as 
at  present  in  many  parts  it  is  not  a  convenient  one,  the  poorer  peoi)lc  olten  having  a  long  way  to  lairi}' 
it,  the  wells  liable  to  pollution,  and  occasionally  running  dry  in  hue  weather. 


In  Bilsdale,  nothing  has  been  done  to  supplv  the  tenements  below  Bilsdale  Hall  with  a  proper 
water-supply.  The  agent  has  written  to  sa\'  the  water  is  closed  in  t(j  Iblsdale  Hall,  d'his  is  partly 
true,  the  water  being  closed  in  part  of  the  way,  but  not  from  its  source,  and  is  liable  to  pollution  before 
entering  the  pipes  ;  and  it  is  not  closed  in  to  the  houses  below  the  Hall,  and  which  at  present  have  not 
a  satisfactory  sup[dy. 


At  I'^lleriiiire,  in  Bilsdale,  the  water  is  also  not  covered  in,  though  1  pt)inted  out  in  a  previous 
report  that  a  sheep  ^\■hich  had  been  lost  for  a  fortnight  was  found  lying  dead  in  the  course  of  the 
stream.  1  am  only  mentioning  these  two  places  in  Bilsdale,  as  it  takes  so  long  to  get  things  put  right, 
but  there  are  several  other  farms  where  the  water  is  liable  to  pollution  from  sheep  on  the  moors,  cattle 
in  the  fields  and  manure  on  the  land. 

At  Hutton  Rudby,  the  public  })ump  at  hhiterpen  has  been  placed  hi  a  more  convenient  position 
owing  to  alteration  of  the  County  School  yard  wall,  d'he  well  at  the  ICist  hhul  has  been  deepened  and 
all  the  jHiblic  pumps  in  the  \  illage  repaired. 

d'he  public  pumi>s  at  Faceby,  (Ireat  Ayton,  Kirkb\-  and  Ingleby  (Ireenhow  have  been  repaired. 


Drainage. 

There  has  been  no  alteration  in  the  diminage  of  the  District,  during  the  year,  of  a  radical  character. 

At  (Ireat  Ayton,  ow  ing  to  the  frequent  complaints  in  former  years  of  the  smeF  from  the  man¬ 
holes,  the  open  covers  have  been  replaced  b\‘  covered  ones,  and  two  new  ventilating  shafts  have  been 
erected.  Xo  complaints  have  been  made  of  foul  smells  ow  ing  to  the  closing  of  the  man-holes,  but 
there  is  a  great  danger  that  the  offensive  gases  are  only  bottled  up  to  force  their  way  out  in  other 
places,  and  may  be  a  cause  of  Diphtheria  in  the  place.  A  drainage  system  to  be  satisfactory  requires 
plenty  of  ventilation,  and  the  sewage  to  be  removed  from  the  drains  as  (piick  as  possible.  Closing  the 
man-holes  interferes  with  the  ventilation  of  the  drains,  and  more  ventilation  shafts  ought  to  be  arranged 
in  their  places.  Cnfortunately,  without  a  water  supply,  1  do  not  see  how  the  drains  can  be  cleansed 
more  than  they  are  at  present. 

The  sludge  pump  at  the  sewage  tank  had  to  be  re[)aired,  owing  to  the  valve  in  the  working  barrel 
having  got  w  edged  with  ]:)ieces  of  hard  substance. 

At  Clreat  Broughton,  the  sewer  at  the  North  I'hul  has  been  extended  and  laid  with  8-inch  pipes  for 
a  distance  of  igo  yards. 

At  Hutton  Rudby,  the  Crow-bank  sewer  has  been  partly  relaid  and  extended  120  yards  w'ith  6-iuch 
pipes. 

At  Swaiinby,  the  dam  for  flushing  the  main  sewer  has  been  rebuilt  in  cement  concrete,  and  a  new 
flushing  valve  fixed  with  mandiole  chamber  and  cover. 

At  Kirklevington,  arrangements  are  now  nearly  conqflete  for  beginning  the  w'orks  of  the  Aiew' 
sewage  disjxjsal  scheme. 

At  Stokesley,  several  com[)laints  were  maele  of  the  olTensir'e  smell  from  the  stream  ;  this  cannot  be 
remedied  with  the  present  system  of  drainage  into  the  stream. 


Plans,  &c. 

Flans  have  been  submitted  and  allorved  by  the  Flans  Committee  as  Ibllow’s  :  - 

Sto]<esley  :  alteration  and  enlargement  of  dwelling-house  for  Mr.  Ceorge  Walker. 
Xew’  County  Schools. 

Hutton  :  alteration  to  King's  Head  Inn,  the  yard  and  stables. 

Clreat  .\yton  :  enlargement  of  farm-house  for  Mr.  Hy.  Cockerill. 

Xew  dwelling  for  IMr.  Ceo.  Metcalfe. 

Creat  Broughton  ;  four  new  cottages  in  Kirkb}'  Lane  for  Mr.  Win.  Smith. 

Vann  :  two  cottages  in  West  St.  for  Mr.  M'm.  Doughtv. 

o  o  • 


d'he  ccjinmon  lodging  houses  at  Stokeslex'  ami  Vann  have  been  kept  in  good  order,  and  _\'our 
Insj)Cctor  has  found  no  cause  for  complaint. 

’The  scavengers  at  Yarm  and  .Stokesley  have  done  their  work  better  during  the  \ear,  ami  not 
required  so  much  looking  after  by  your  Inspector.. 


'The  cow -slieils  and  ilairies  liavc  been  inspected.  Xew  liyedaws  liaving  been  passed  dniing  the 
year,  wdiicli  your  Ins]>ector  is  distributing,  ^\  i II,  I  hope,  cause  more  unilormity  in  their  updceep)  and 
cleanliiiess. 

Idle  slaughterdioLises  and  butclier  shops  have  been  visited  and  generally  found  in  good  order 
and  cleanly  kept. 

The  bakehouses  have  been  visited  and  found,  on  the  whole,  satisfactory.  One  at  Yarm, 
in  Adam’s  Yard,  is  unsatisfactory  on  account  of  an  ash-jiit  near  it.  Brick  ovens  are  found  at 
Great  Ayton,  Stokesley  and  Yarm,  and  at  Great  Ayton  and  Yarm  are  separate  from  the  dwell- 
ingdiouse.  A  great  many  cottagers  in  the  District  make  bread  and  bake  it  in  their  kitchen  ovens,  and 
sell  a  few  loaves  or  tea-cakes  to  their  neighbours,  ddiese  can  hardly  be  called  work-places  though  1 
believe  they  are  so  under  the  .\ct.  Workshojis  are  ditlicult  to  define  in  a  rural  district — several  people 
such  as  tailors,  shoemakers,  dressmakers,  &c..  sit  over  their  own  lire,  either  kitchen  or  sitting-room,  to  do 
their  work,  occasionally  doing  work  for  a  shop,  oftener  for  a  jirivate  person,  or  some  one  in  the  same 
[losition  as  themselves.  Others  only  do  it  after  the  return  from  their  daily  occuiiation.  During  the 
year  it  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  stop  work  in  any  of  these  cases  from  an  infectious  disease. 


No  list  of  out-work’ers  has  been  received  by  me  during  the  year. 


This,  Gentlemen,  concludes  my  report,  which  I  hope  wall  prove  satisfactory. 


1  have  the  honour  to  remain,  (ientlemen. 


Your  obedient  vServant, 


W.M.  .M.  YEOMAN, 

M.  O.  11. 


Stokesley, 

February  -13th,  1907. 


Pr'tnhd  nnd  I’ idtlisliid  In/  ])<irhl  lit  /’iihii  i-dxiii) ,  1 1 1'lli  S/idci'sUi/, 


TAlU.l-:  I. 

Vital  Statistics  of  whole  District  during;  1906  and  previous  Years. 

Stokesley  Rural  Sanitary  District. 
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Vital  Statistics  of  separate  Localities  in  1906  and  previous  years. 

Stokesley  Rural  Sanitary  District. 


TAJM.K  III. 

Cases  of”  Infectious  Disease  notified  during*  the  Year  1906. 

Stokesley  Rural  Sanitary  District. 
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TAl^JJC  I\'. 

Causes  of,  and  Ag^es  at,  Death  during^  Year  1906. 

Stokesley  Rural  Sanitary  District. 
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Infantile  Mortality  during  the  Year  1906. 

Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under 

One  Year  of  Age. 
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